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   Luke 19:28-40

An Entrance Set Apart

1. For a King

2. For a Sacrifice

Psalm 118:24—This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The king was getting old—there was no denying it.  The man who had been so fresh, so youthful, such a mighty warrior couldn’t even keep himself warm anymore.  It was obvious to everyone that he would not be king much longer.  In his younger years, he had made a promise to one of his wives that her son would be the heir to the throne.  He had many sons, but this one son was the very specific one that he had set aside to be the next king.  
But the sons of kings are a particularly opportunistic breed, especially the handsome ones.  One of the kings other sons—not the chosen son, but himself a fine and handsome prince—took a look at the situation.  Dad was definitely old and weak.  He did some research and found out he actually had the approval of some of the bigwigs of his dad’s royal court.  And so he went for it.

He put himself forward and declared by his own authority, “I will be king.”  He got together impressive chariots and strong horses and recruited fifty men to run ahead of him.  He invited all royal officials of the kingdom and all of his brothers to join him in a celebration.  Except for one brother—the brother his father had chosen to be king over him.  
The king heard what was going on.  He called in one of his highest officials and told him what to do.  The official left the king’s presence, took the chosen son and placed him on a donkey.  He took him to a valley just outside the city and anointed him with oil.  Then there was a great trumpet blast “and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!”  And all the people went up after him, playing flutes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound.  
What a difference between the two claims of kingship.  David’s son Adonijah took the title for himself.  He had to hire people to go ahead of him—and then there were only 50.  He made a grand display with mighty horses and chariots.  He was bold and arrogant.  

But David’s son Solomon, the rightful heir, did nothing on his own.  His father David set it all up so that it would be clear whom he wanted to be king.  He has him seated on a lowly donkey.  He makes sure he’s anointed.  And the people recognize David’s mark of approval and join their voices—so many voices that the ground shook.  There was no doubt whom old King David had chosen to be his successor.  Everything that he had done that day was for a special reason.  It was David’s deliberate and definitive way to tell all of Israel—“This is my son who is King.” 

Almost exactly 1000 years later, another Father would deliberately and definitively tell all of Israel in a very special way, “This is my son who is King.”  God the Father had lined everything up with deliberate thought and intention.  Listen to the deliberateness of the details that God the Father had set in place to make sure there was no mistaking who Jesus was:
28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30“Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’”

32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
When Jesus set out from Jericho there was a definite plan in mind.  He was heading to Jerusalem, just over seventeen miles away.  He was going there for the Feast of Passover.  Jesus had gone to this feast every year, walking to Jerusalem and going up to the temple on foot.  But this year would be different.  It had to be different because God the Father had designated it and set it apart as different.  
As Jesus gets close to Jerusalem, just on the other side of the Mount of Olives, he sets apart two of his disciples and sends them on a mission.  They were to go and get an item that God the Father had already set apart for his Son’s entrance that day.  As King David has placed his Son on a donkey, so too, God the Father set aside a donkey and made sure that it was already tied up a waiting for his Son’s disciples to discover and bring to Jesus.  And God the Father also went to the trouble of making sure that this set apart donkey was really truly set apart.  No one, not one person out of all of humanity had ever sat on this animal’s back.  It was special—reserved for Jesus alone to ride.

A donkey is not very tall.  A colt, the foal of a donkey is even shorter.  For a full grown man to climb on top of such a diminutive creature would take very little effort or skill.  On any  other day, Jesus may very well have hopped on himself.  But not today.  Today was special.  Just as King David had Solomon placed on a donkey by others, so too God the Father ensured that Jesus’ disciples would place him on his mount.  
The disciples placed their outer garments on the donkey, setting apart their King from contact with the creature.  Then they placed more garments on the road, setting apart this creature from the ground below.  The King was so special that his ride would not even touch the dusty ground.  Set apart, set apart, set apart.  Item after item is special and reserved.  

The people of Israel in the day of King David could see that Solomon was most definitely the King chosen by his Father.  So many joined together in recognizing his kingship that the ground shook.  So too the people in and around Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday recognized the King chosen by God the Father.  And they joined their voices as well.  








37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

The term “blessed”—it means to be well spoken of.  Had not Jesus been well spoken of when his Father announced at his anointing at his baptism, “This is my Son, with whom I am well pleased?”  The term “in the name of the Lord”—it means that the Lord God of Israel had authorized your mission and message.  Had any King ever come to Jerusalem with such authority and such a mission?  
When Adonijah—Solomon’s brother—had realized that his father had made Solomon king, he rushed to Solomon to plead for his mercy.  He recognized the authoritative kingship of his brother.  Had the Pharisees only done the same…how different things would have been.  But instead they show their hard hearts by refusing to acknowledge Jesus as the rightful King.  

39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

The Pharisees show their disdain of the King by calling him nothing more than a Teacher.  Then they have the audacity to bark commands at the King—telling him to shut these people up.  

But Jesus the King would have none of it.  This was an entrance that the Father had so clearly set apart for his one and only Son, the King.  Nothing was going to stop the plan that the Father had put into motion.  If the people’s voices would have been silenced, then the stones would say their lines for them.  

Listen to the words those voices were saying.  38“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” These are words from Psalm 118.  Psalms 113-118 make up the “Egyptian Hallel”—the Jewish liturgy for the main celebrations of the Jewish Church Year.  On Passover, Psalms 113-114 were sung before the Passover Meal and Psalms 115-118 were sung after the Passover meal.   This is not only the King, this is the Passover Lamb of God.  

God had commanded his Old Testament people to do something on the 10th day of their month of Nisan.  They were to set apart a lamb—perfect and unblemished—from the rest of the flock and take care of it until they butchered it on the Passover four days later.  Palm Sunday was the 10th day of Nisan.  And God had chosen the Passover Lamb for his family.  He had chosen his Son.  

The Passover Lamb would cover the family from the angel of death so that it would pass over that house.  God’s Passover lamb would cover the family of God from the angel of destruction on the last day, so that they would be safe and live with him forever.  

What else did the crowd say that day?  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  At his birth, a crowd of angels—heavenly creatures—announced peace on earth.  Here, at the end of his life, a crowd of people—earthly creatures--announce peace in heaven.  How fitting!!!  Each side acknowledges peace on the other side.  Christ’s death would bring the final peace between God and men.  The words the people spoke that day were part of their liturgy.  They were special words with special meaning set aside for special use.  

Why do we do all these special things above and beyond the normal for our services in general?  Why the liturgy?  It’s not normal.  People don’t normally break into song.  People don’t normally speak things in unison together.  People don’t have conversations scripted for them the way that the conversation between the pastor and the people is scripted.  We do it to make it special—to set it aside from the normal day and how things are normally done.  It is special because it has meaning and importance, because it is the story of salvation in words and music.  

Take note of all the words that we say so much that we don’t realize their depth.  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Just before communion we sing these words of the liturgy.  We praise the sacrifice because of what he accomplishes—unity between a perfect God and sinful people.  We then enjoy the fellowship meal where we eat the sacrifice to show that unity between God and us.  Atonement.  As we depart the communion rail, let the King reign.  Let his servants depart in peace because we have seen the joy of salvation which was prepared in view of the whole world.  
Why do we do all these special things during Lent?  Why meet every Wednesday?  Why wear black robes and purple stoles?  Why remove the Alleluia banners and ban Alleluia from our lips and songs?  Why do we gussy up Holy Week as much as we do?  Why so many services?  Why all the altar clearing and no talking?  Why all the special music and different ways of doing a service?  Because this is different and special and set apart.  This is for our king.  This is for our lamb who was set apart from sin and set apart for slaughter.  

Why are we to be set apart?  Why are our lives supposed to be different than the lives of others in this world?  It’s because Jesus has made a triumphal entry into our hearts.  By very special ways he has entered.  And now we are different as a result. And by being different we show how special Jesus is as King of our hearts.  
Set apart this coming week.  It is holy.  Invite the sacrificial lamb into your home and get to know him by seeing and hearing the breathtaking things he did for you during this week.  His blood is the blood that covers you and saves you and your family from death.  Let your King reign.  Let him, the special chosen one of God, make you special and chosen, children of God and devoted to his will.  
AMEN.  

Psalm 118:1—Give thanks to the LORD for he is good; his love endures forever

